BELIEVE – THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
5.  Belief Offers Healing
Scripture:
John 4:43 – 5:47
Theme:
Faith in Jesus acts on His word then trusts that results will occur.
INTRODUCTION

Nobody ever said that living by faith was easy.  Thus far the Apostle John has related numerous experiences of individuals who encountered the uniqueness of the person of Jesus Christ.  The responses of people as John the Baptist, Nathaniel, Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman was that Jesus was the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world, the Son of God, a great teacher from God, and the promised Messiah, Savior of the world.
Belief that offers life must be a faith in the person of Jesus, that He truly is God’s Word, the Revelation of Himself in the flesh.  But in the next few stories, John gives evidence that this faith in Jesus isn’t always easy.  In fact, they demonstrate how difficult it really is.

In the first story a frantic father whose son is near death, seeks help from Jesus.  From what he has seen and heard he believes that Jesus is his only hope.  When he finally finds Jesus, Christ doesn’t seem very sympathetic.  As the father begs Him to come to his home, Jesus simply says, “Go, go home, your son lives.”  Here’s the dilemma of faith:  your request in faith is not granted, yet by faith, without any evidence, you trust anyway.

The second story introduces a hopeless, helpless character who seems to have given up on life.  He wasn’t even looking for Jesus, yet Jesus seeks him out and asks him a startling question:  “Do you want to be healed?”  Here we realize that all too often that when faith and hope have been drained from life they can be awakened by Jesus and new life results.

When that happens, our story continues, criticisms come, questions arise, those offended by Jesus denounce is.   When that happens, the healed invalid in our story reminds us we simply say, “I’m doing this because the man who healed me told me to.”
As you study this lesson continue to ask yourself, “What must a belief system consist of to result in life?”  In these stories, sign, miracles, and confrontational dialogue slowly the Apostle John peels back the curtain.
I.  Rest in the Promises with Faith   
John 4:43-54
Jesus stayed with the Samaritans of Sychar for two days.  He then continued His journey to Galilee.  To understand vs. 44, read it in the context of John 4:1-6

1. As you read John 4:43-44 in light of 4:39-42, what point does the Apostle John seem to be making?
2. When Jesus arrives in Galilee, who comes to meet Him?  Jn. 4:46-47
· How far is Capernaum from Cana?
· What crisis brings him to Jesus?

3. What do you suppose gave the man hope that Jesus could help?  Jn. 4:45; 2:23
· Why do you suppose that Jesus spoke so harshly to the man?  Jn. 4:48; 2:23-25
· What shift in this man’s faith is Jesus hoping to see?

4. In vs. 49-50, in what sense is Jesus saying “No” to the man’s request?
· What important lesson can we learn from this?
5. At this point what kind of faith is required of the father?  Jn. 4:49-50
6. When does the father receive confirmation of his faith?  Jn. 4:51-52
· What change or growth takes place in this man’s belief system?  Jn. 4:50, 53
7. Why do you suppose the Apostle John chose this miracle as the second sign?  Jn. 20:30-31; 4:54.  What was it a sign of?

II.  Respond to New Hope by Faith 
John 5:1-15
Once again the scene shifts as Jesus returns from Galilee to Jerusalem.  Here is a contrast between a man who seeks Jesus as his only hope, with a man without any hope is sought by Jesus.

1. When and where does this encounter take place?  Jn. 5:1-2
· What is the ‘sheep gate’ and what is its function?  Neh. 3:1

2. Describe in your own words the scene around this pool and what gave these people hope for being there?  Jn. 5:3-4

3. In the midst of this multitude, whom does Jesus see?  Describe his condition and why do you suppose Jesus asked him if he wanted healing?  Jn. 5:5-6
· If this miracle was the third ‘sign’ in John’s Gospel, what possible meaning might the years of this man’s illness have in John’s reason for selecting it?  Jn. 5:5; Deut 2:1-14
· How might Jesus question to the man be used by John as a reflection of Numbers 13:25-14:3?  Jn. 5:14; Heb. 3:12, 19
4. From the invalid’s perspective, who was to blame for his hopelessness?  Jn. 5:7
· As you reflect on the cripple’s response to Jesus, how is this all too often the response of people today for their problems?
5. What did Jesus finally instruct the man to do and with what results?  Jn. 5:8-9
· How did the object of hope shift for this cripple:  from what to what?  Isa. 40:31
· What authority did the healed man place above the Jewish law?  Jn. 5:13

6. What is this third miracle a ‘sign’ of concerning Jesus?
III.  Recognize the Object of Faith  
John 5:16-42
With this third sign the Apostle John introduces the clash between belief and unbelief.  These two miracles focus attention on Jesus’ claim to be able to fulfill hope to those who seek it (Gentiles) and to those who need their hope restored (the Jew).  Strangely the ‘signs’ bring belief and unbelief concerning the person of Jesus.

1. Why were the Jewish leaders so upset with Jesus?  Jn. 5:16-18; Gen. 2:3; Isa. 40:28
· How did they make the connection to conclude Jesus was “making Himself equal with God?”

2.
What insights do vs. 19-23 give us into (a) the Father’s devotion to the Son and (b) the son’s dependence of the Father?  Phil. 2:5-7
· What powerful claim is Jesus making in John 5:23?  Isa. 42:8
3. According to Jesus, why is a person’s response to Him a matter of eternal life or death?   Jn. 5:24-30
4. Carefully read John 5:31-47.  What five witnesses does Jesus call forward to testify on His behalf?  Jn. 5:33, 36, 37, 39, 46
5. What accusations does Jesus make against the Jews in John 5:40-47?

APPLICATION
Indeed, the journey to faith and the walk of faith are not easy.  As we have seen to one person Jesus may say, “Believe me and you will see.”  To another He may say, “You’ve got to want it, if you expect to receive.”  But through it all, faith and belief is not a power you generate or a formula you follow.  It boils down to a responsive confidence in the person of Jesus Christ.  That He is who He claims to be.
Reflect on you own faith.  What has convinced you that Jesus truly is the Christ, the Son of God?
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